
Learning Circle on Power and Organizing
Session Agendas & Materials

Session Pre-Session Prep Materials Description

Session 1
Nov 15 (6-7:30PM)

Bayard Rustin - From Protest to Politics

OPTIONAL:
1. Michael Gecan - Going Public: Preface

and Introduction

2. Charles Payne - I’ve got the Light of
Freedom Chapter 8, “Slow and
Respectful Work”

3. Interview with Anand Giridharadas on The
Persuaders - Prose and Politics

Discussion of readings

Session 2
Dec. 6 (6-7:30 PM)

Jane McAlevey - Choose ONE:
● Ezra Klein’s interview with Jan McAlevey

(refiled under the podcast “The Gray Area
With Sean Iling” when Ezra Klein left Vox)

● Read an abridged transcript of the
podcast, which will be posted in the GWN
Hub after our first session.

● No Shortcuts, Introduction (if you have
access to the book)

OPTIONAL:
1. Saul Alinsky - Reveille for Radicals

Chapter 11 (p. 207 - 220)

2. Engler and Engler: This is an Uprising:
Chapter Two - “Structure and Movement”
(p.50-76)

3. Interview with Saul Alinsky

Discussion of readings

Session 3
Jan 17 (6-7:30 PM)

Read this piece for an intro to the work of Down
Home Carolina.

Guest speakers: Down
Home Carolina

https://www.commentary.org/articles/bayard-rustin-2/from-protest-to-politics-the-future-of-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i8F58AYMg-IkRGUoL0dQfX2Om4w4m33W/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i8F58AYMg-IkRGUoL0dQfX2Om4w4m33W/view?usp=drive_link
https://southinblackandwhite.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/ive_got_the_light_of_freedom_the_organizing_tradition.pdf
https://southinblackandwhite.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/ive_got_the_light_of_freedom_the_organizing_tradition.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPGgSoA7YoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPGgSoA7YoY
https://www.vox.com/podcasts/2020/3/17/21182149/jane-mcalevey-the-ezra-klein-show-labor-organizing
https://archive.org/details/1946SaulAlinskyReveilleForRadicals/page/n197/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/1946SaulAlinskyReveilleForRadicals/page/n197/mode/2up
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f19ed0382525a1ca134124a/t/606e0e5f2b3632295065059c/1617825376100/Mark+Engler%2C+Paul+Engler+-+This+Is+an+Uprising_+How+Nonviolent+Revolt+Is+Shaping+the+Twenty-First+Century+%282016%2C+Nation+Books%29+-+libgen.lc.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f19ed0382525a1ca134124a/t/606e0e5f2b3632295065059c/1617825376100/Mark+Engler%2C+Paul+Engler+-+This+Is+an+Uprising_+How+Nonviolent+Revolt+Is+Shaping+the+Twenty-First+Century+%282016%2C+Nation+Books%29+-+libgen.lc.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfAyNrEsqic
https://www.yesmagazine.org/democracy/2021/11/22/rural-politics-voters-outreach-canvassing


Session 4
Feb. 7 (6-7:30 PM)

Alicia Garza - The Purpose of Power, Chapter
14, 15, and 16 (p. 204-228)

OPTIONAL:
1. George Lakoff’s Framing 101

2. Walter Wink: “Jesus and Alinsky” essay
and “Engaging the Powers” - Introduction
and Ch1 available on Google books

3. Runku Sen: Stir it Up Introduction

Discussion of readings

Session 5
Feb. 21 (6-7:30
PM)

● Watch CBS News piece on the Nehemiah
housing project

● Check out the Metro IAF website for more
information

Guest speakers: Metro
IAF

Session 6
March 6 (6-7:30
PM)

Reflection activity TBD Concluding dialogue /
processing space

https://gendersexuality.northwestern.edu/documents/alicia-garza---the-purpose-of-power---2020.pdf
https://medium.com/@ennuid/george-lakoffs-framing-101-7b88e9c91dac
https://37371.thankyou4caring.org/file/justice-promoter/Walter-Wink---Jesus-and-Alinsky.pdf
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Engaging_the_Powers/8G43DwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://collectiveliberation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Community_Organizing_Yesterday_Today_Sen.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/making-the-american-dream-of-home-ownership-possible/#x
https://www.metro-iaf.org/

